
 

Name     Date     Teacher  Block   
   

 

Basic Vocabulary:  

p a t h o g e n s  
 
 

TOTAL 
Vaccine 

 
# ________ 

 

Sick again? 
 

# ________ 
 

Mutate 
 

# ________ 
 

Virus 
 

# ________ 
 

Bacterial 
Illnesses 
# ________ 

 

Antibiotic 
 

# ________ 
 

Contagion 
 

# ________ 
 

Immune System 
 

# ________ 
 

Antibody 
(antibodies) 

# ________ 
 

Pathogens 
 

# ________ 
 

Viral Illnesses 
 

# ________ 
 

Fungi (fungus) 
 

# ________ 
 

Airborne 
 

# ________ 
 

parasite 
 

# ________ 
 

Bacteria 
(bacterium) 

# ________ 
 

Contaminated 
 

# ________ 
 

 

TOTAL:     ___________     ___________         ___________   ___________ 
1. Something that is impure, infected, or not safe to be in contact with. 
2. A person can catch a cold many times because there are many varieties of cold viruses that cause similar symptoms.  
3. This term means to change form/shape/appearance. 
4. Illnesses that are spread via the air. 
5. Rabies, Lyme Disease, Strep throat and Leprosy are all examples of this type of illness. 
6. AIDS, influenza, the common cold, polio, chicken pox, small pox, yellow fever, SARS, West Nile and Ebola are illnesses caused by 

this pathogen. 
7. Any germs, chemicals, or organisms that can make you sick, including viruses, bacteria, fungi, and parasites.  
8. The system in the body composed of cells, tissues and organs that helps your body fight off illness and disease. 
9. White blood cells (WBCs) make these to fight infections. It is a protein that binds with a molecule (antigen) found only on the 

invading germs. They serve as a red-flag which signal leukocytes (WBCs) to kill the germ.  
10. The transmission of a disease from one person to another by direct or indirect contact.  
11. A form of medicine used to kill or stop the growth of a bacterial infection. 
12. A living form that occurs in a variety of ways such as mushrooms, molds, mildews and yeasts. Pathogenic forms can cause 

infections such as athlete’s foot, ringworm, and yeast infections.  
13. A non-living pathogen that MUST have a host cell in order to reproduce. This single pathogen infects a host cell, hijacks the nucleus 

and makes copies of the ______DNA. It then releases hundreds more of the _________ which will infect more host cells.  Examples 
include influenza and the common cold. 

14. This term refers to an organism that lives within a host and takes the nutrients from the host, often harming it in the process. 
For example, tapeworms, ticks, fleas, and lice.  

15. A single-celled organism that can be 1 of 3 shapes: spiral, rod-shaped, and spherical. There are good forms that help humans 
digest food, but there are also bad kinds known as pathogens. These results in infections such as strep throat and must be 
treated with antibiotics such as penicillin.    

16. This term refers to a means for preventing a specific disease from infecting an individual. A weakened form of the virus or 
bacterium is injected into the body to stimulate the immune system’s response of producing an antibody.  

DIRECTIONS: Match the 
number of the statement 
best describing the word 
in the box and Write it on 
the line below the word. 
If they are all right, 
each column and row 

will total the same MAGIC 
NUMBER. 
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________ 

________ 

________ 


